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Welcome Back to School!
Returning students to the classroom is critical to their educational 
success and for reopening our economy. We understand that 
virtual learning has meant that some of you have not been able 
to return to work, or have had to make arrangements for your 
children that you would not normally have had to make. Per the 
Governor’s recommendation, we had to make the difficult 
decision to start school virtually. Our teachers and students were 
up for the challenge and, all things considered, virtual learning 
has went well.

It is also critical that we reopen the schools to help in eliminating 
the achievement gaps that have occurred due to COVID. It is our 
hope that returning to in-person instruction will help us more 
readily see where these gaps are, adjust instruction, and support 
students to close those gaps. 

We are planning on reopening our schools for in-person instruction 
beginning October 12, 2020.  Any student wishing to return to 
in-person instruction may do so beginning on that day. Virtual 
learning will also still be available for any student/family wishing to 
continue with virtual instruction. Google Classroom will continue to 
be our Learning Management System. 

3Back To Table of Contents



Guiding Principles for Reopening 
Schools

Ensure the 

safety 

and wellness of 

students and staff

Deliver

high-quality
 

instruction to 

students, 

regardless of 

delivery method

Provide parents 

flexibility and

 choice in

 instructional delivery

 models
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Overview of the Reopening Plan
• General information regarding the reopening of Russell 

County Schools include the following:
– In-person classes are planned to start October 12, 2020.
– Students transitioning to Kindergarten, 6th, and 9th grades are 

welcome to attend an Orientation Day at their school. 
Kindergarten students will come to school on September 30, 2020. 
Students with last names A-L in grades 6th and 9th will come to 
school on Wednesday, September 30, 2020. Students with last 
names M-Z will come to school on Thursday, October 1, 2020.

– Masks are to be worn 100% of the time by all staff and  students in 
1st grade -12th grade. Preschool and kindergarten students are 
not required, but encouraged to wear masks.

– Doors to each school will open at 7:00am.
– Breakfast will be served to each classroom at 7:30am.
– School will be dismissed at 2:30pm. Watch for information from your 

child’s school concerning parent pick-up and drop-off procedures.
– Preschool students will be in a Monday/Tuesday Group or a 

Thursday/Friday Group. There will be no Preschool virtual or 
in-person on Wednesdays. (See chart on page 6)

– In-person classes will be offered for ELEMENTARY (grades K-5) 
students Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday with Wednesday 
being virtual for all students. (See chart on page 6)

– Russell County Middle School and Russell County High School will 
be on an “AB” schedule. Students at both schools will be in-person 
two days a week and be virtual  3 days a week. (See chart on 
page 6)

– Virtual Learning will continue to be an option for any student not 
comfortable attending  in person.

– Each school has installed water bottle filling stations.

Note: This is a fluid plan that could change depending on national, state, and regional 
guidelines and recommendations from public health experts. Therefore, the 
recommendations set forth in this reopening plan, could change or look different as the 
guidelines change. Please continue to monitor the district and school website, news 
and social media posts.
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Preschool Monday/Tuesday Group
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

In-person In-person No Preschool No Preschool No Preschool

6

Preschool Thursday/Friday Group
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

No Preschool No Preschool No Preschool In-person In-person

Elementary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

In-person In-person Virtual In-person In-person

Middle/High Scarlet Group
Students with last names A-L

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

In-person In-person Virtual Virtual Virtual

Middle/High Navy Group
Students with last names M-Z

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Virtual Virtual Virtual In-person In-person

**The oldest student in the house will determine which day the students in a
 family will attend at the middle and high schools.
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Exclusion Criteria

Students or staff should stay home OR be sent home if any of 
the following occur:

• Temperature greater than 100.4 

• Cough 

• GI (vomiting/diarrhea) 

• New rash 

• Exposure to a COVID-19 case during a 48-hour period 
before onset of symptoms until meeting criteria for 
discontinuing home isolation. Contact the local health 
department for more detailed guidance.  

• Consult your school nurse if exclusion is unclear.

Schools will post signage instructing anyone entering the school 
property to NOT ENTER if they meet any of the Exclusion 
Criteria.
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Safety Expectations
• Social Distancing 

• Screening and School Exclusion

• Cleaning and Hygiene

• Contact Tracing

8

Social Distancing
The safety expectations in our plan align with the policies 
published by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, Team 
Kentucky’s Healthy at School Expectations, and the World Health 
Organization. Plans tailored to elementary, middle and high 
schools should be considered.

• Masks will be worn 100% of the time by all staff and students in 
grades 1-12. Masks are encouraged to be worn by Preschool 
and kindergarten students, but not required.

• To help with social distancing, student arrival and dismissal times 
will be staggered.

• Space between student desks will be increased by rearranging 
seating to maximize space between students to be 6 feet, 
where possible.

• If the physical space in the school does not allow for spacing 
students’ desks 6 feet apart, desks will be spaced as far away 
as possible. All desks will be arranged so students’ seats face 
the same direction. 

• The use of cloth face masks is a safety expectation for all 
students and staff at all times, unless medically waived. Each 
student will be provided 5 cloth masks by the school district and 
will need to be changed daily. Cloth masks can be easily 
washed and dried. 
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Social Distancing cont…
• Social distancing markers will be placed in classrooms, 

hallways, and common areas.

• Classes/activities such as physical education, music, 
art, etc. that normally require multiple students in close 
social contact, congestion, or movement will be 
modified.

• Congestion in offices such as main school offices, 
nurses’ stations, and guidance offices will be limited.

• Visitors on school property will be limited.

• Students will go straight to their classroom to avoid 
congregating.

• Plexiglass will be installed at reception desks and 
similar areas for protection.

• Face-to-Face interactions will be minimized by 
designating one-way hallways, where applicable, and 
designating entrance and exit doors.
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Screening and School Exclusion
• Patty Meece is Russell County Schools’ “Healthy at School” 

Officer. She will ensure compliance with state and local 
recommendations, and will oversee that all procedures and 
protocols are being implemented and followed.

• Temperature checks for all students and staff will occur each 
morning.  Bus riders will have a temperature check by the bus 
driver upon exiting the school bus. Parents must attest each 
morning that the student’s temperature is NOT greater than 
100.4 when boarding the bus. 

• Students who are being dropped off will have their temperature 
checked prior to exiting the car. 

• Student drivers will be checked prior to entering the school.

• School nurses will have procedures in place to take care of 
students that exhibit COVID-19 symptoms in a separate isolated 
area away from the Nurse’s Office.

• A positive COVID test will result in contact tracing protocol and 
will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Social distancing, 
wearing of masks, time of contact between a positive student 
and others will all be factors in determining whether others are 
quarantined. The local health department will get the 
information needed and determine whether or not additional  
students or the class needs to quarantine.  

• Students/Staff who test positive for COVID will be allowed to 
return to school when the local health department or physician 
provides the school with clearance documentation, usually 10 
days after a positive test.

• Students/Staff who are required to quarantine will do so for 14 
days after last exposure.
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Cleaning and Hygiene
Washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds or using hand sanitizer greatly reduces the 
spread of disease.

Recommendations to be followed at school:

• Adequate supplies will be provided to support 
healthy hygiene behaviors including soap, hand 
sanitizer, and paper towels.

• Students will be taught proper hand washing 
techniques and the safe use of hand sanitizer.

• Hand sanitizer will be provided at every building 
entrance and exit, in every classroom, throughout 
the halls, and in other common areas.

• Systematic frequent checks, and refills of hand 
sanitizer will be conducted.

• Monitoring will be increased to ensure adherence 
among staff and students:
– Supervised use of hand sanitizer by students
– Ensure students with skin allergies use soap and 

water

● Reinforce handwashing during key times such 
as:

– before, during and after preparing food
– before eating 
– after using the restroom
– after blowing nose, coughing and sneezing 
– after touching objects with bare hands  

● Frequent handwashing and sanitation breaks 
will be incorporated into classroom routines 
and activities.
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Cleaning and Hygiene cont…
• Time between activities will be allowed for 

proper cleaning and disinfection of 
high-touch surfaces.

• Schedules will be established for on-going 
and routine cleaning and disinfection of 
high-touch areas including door handles, 
stair rails, faucet handles, toilet handles, 
playground equipment, art supplies, toys, 
games, etc.

• Classroom materials will be limited to small 
groups and disinfected between uses or 
adequate supplies will be provided for 
individual use.

• All food service related utensils will be 
disposable products.

• Soft items such as stuffed toys and clay, as 
well as, classroom carpet and rugs will be 
removed.
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Date Issued: Sept. 29, 2020

COVID-19 Mode of Instruction Metrics for K-12 Education 

Introduction

This framework provides metric-directed guidance to assist school officials in determining the mode of 
instruction (i.e., in person, virtual, or hybrid) in Kentucky schools during the COVID-19 pandemic when 
statewide test positivity is <6% (see at www.kycovid19.ky.gov) and healthcare resources are adequate 
to meet community needs. This guidance was created in partnership between the Kentucky 
Department for Public Health (KDPH) and the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE). 

The framework empowers local leadership to make decisions based upon current community incidence 
rates at the county level as regularly published by KDPH. Specified mitigation measures are described 
for different levels of disease present within a county. When a county reaches the red (critical) level of 
disease activity, schools are advised to suspend in person school activities until the county returns to a 
lower level of disease activity. The decision to consider closing schools for in person activities in the 
orange level takes into account multiple factors such as:
• Importance of in person education to the social, emotional, and academic growth and well-being of 
students; 

• Current level and rising/falling trend of community COVID-19 activity; 
• Identification of cases among students and staff; 
• Other public health indicators used to assess community COVID-19 impact; and 
• Effective implementation of student and staff cohorting that enables quarantining cohorts,
  rather closing the entire school. 

Definition of Colors 
• Green: Counties in this status may have in person or remote learning. 
• Yellow: Counties in this status may have in person learning with heightened mitigation factors 
  or remote learning. 
• Orange: Counties in this status must take additional mitigation steps and prepare for possible 
  remote learning only as determined by school administrators in consultation with local public 
health officials. 
• Red: No in person learning can occur. In the event a district reaches red status, they should 
  immediately suspend in person learning for the following week. 

Determination of school opening/closure for the following school week (Monday) should be determined 
by the color level of your county at 8 p.m. EST every Thursday as shown on the County Incidence Map 
found at www.kycovid19.ky.gov.
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Click Here to view 
document
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Technology/Learning Management 
System
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Learning Expectations for All Students

Distance Learning Expectations
• Find a quiet place free of distractions to work/attend class.
• Log into Google Classroom daily for all classes.
• Submit all assignments by the posted due date. Failure to do so, will 

affect your grades.
• Your attendance is counted daily by completing assignments for 

all classes.
• Follow all rules set by each teacher.
• If you do not understand something, email your teacher or call the 

school.
• Be respectful at all times. While your video is on, no inappropriate 

gestures or language.
• Stay on mute unless your teacher asks you to unmute.
• Stay focused and on task so you don’t miss anything the speaker 

says.
• Follow Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use Policy.

In-person Learning Expectations
• Upon arrival, students will go directly to class.
• Wear a mask 100% of the time 1st grade and up.
• Bring your device with you to school each day.
• Devices need to be charged each night, so they will be fully 

charged and ready for the next school day.
• Follow all rules set by teachers.
• Follow Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use Policy.
• Be respectful.
• Be responsible.
• Follow directions.
• Be punctual.
• Be organized.
• Be a self-starter.
• Be prepared.
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In-person 
Instruction Guidance
• Masks are to be worn 100% of the time for all staff and all students 1st grade – 12th 

grade. Teachers and staff in Preschool and Kindergarten will also be required to 
wear masks at all times, while masks are encouraged to be worn by Preschool 
and Kindergarten students.

• Teachers will continue to use Google Classroom as the learning management 
system  for all students (in-person and distance).

• Preschool groups will be on a Monday/Tuesday Group or a Thursday/Friday Group 
rotation with no Preschool classes on Wednesdays.

• All Preschool – 1st grade students will be issued iPads. All 2nd-12th grade students 
will be issued a Chromebook as soon as they arrive.

• Students need to bring school issued devices back to school, as they will continue 
using Google Classroom.

• Students in grades Preschool – 2nd grade will be with the same group of students 
and one teacher throughout the school day.

• Students in grades 3rd – 5th will remain in their homeroom or first period classroom 
and teachers will rotate to the students. 

• Playground/recess schedules will be created to limit the number of students in 
one area at a time. If multiple outdoor spaces are available, a rotation of the 
spaces is recommended. 

• Students will practice good hand hygiene by washing their hands before going 
out to play and immediately upon returning inside the school building.

• Students in middle school will remain in their first period class and teachers will 
rotate to the students. High school will follow their schedule and report to all 
classes. To limit the amount of exposure, the middle and high school will 
implement an “AB” schedule. Each high school student will come to school two 
days each week, with the other three days being virtual. All middle and high 
school students will have virtual  learning every Wednesday so that the schools 
can be disinfected and cleaned. Students with the last name A-L will come on 
Mondays and Tuesdays (Scarlet Group)and students with the last name M-Z will 
come on Thursdays and Fridays (Navy Group). The oldest student in the house will 
determine which day the students in a family will attend at the middle and high. 
(See chart on page 6)
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Distance Learning 
Instruction Guidance
• Students will continue to use Google Classroom to receive lessons, 

assignments, and direct instruction from their teacher(s). Direct 
Instruction will be either prerecorded or live and posted to Google 
Classroom. Direct Instruction should not be longer than 30 minutes in 
an hour long class to give students ample time to complete the 
assignment that follows the instruction.

• All students in Preschool - 1st  grades will be issued iPads. All students in 
2nd - 12th  grades will be issued Chromebooks as soon as they arrive.

• Students in  Preschool – 2nd  grades will be with the same group of 
students and one teacher throughout the school day.

• Students will complete and submit all assignments in Google 
Classroom by the posted due dates.

• Teachers will monitor their Google Classroom stream to answer 
questions submitted by their students, give students feedback on 
assignments etc…

• Student participation will be documented daily in Infinite Campus. 
Failure to complete daily assignments, complete lessons, etc. will be 
documented and may result in truancy issues. 

• Grades will be given to students based on the quality of work 
submitted by the student.

• Students/families who chose virtual learning must stay with virtual 
learning until the end of the next nine-week period. 
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Transportation
Recommendations to be 
followed on buses:

• Students 1st grade and up, riding school buses will be 
asked to wear a face covering on the bus.

• Hand sanitizer will be provided on all buses to students 
as they board the bus.

• Parents will be required to attest that their child does 
not have a fever before loading the bus each morning. 
Students with symptoms should be kept at home.  If you 
haven’t completed the paper form, you may 
complete an online version of the Health Assessment 
here: https://forms.gle/XdJrEHYTj2ficubs5

• Seating charts and attendance records will be 
maintained for potential contact tracing.

• Students will load the bus from back to front.
• Students will unload the bus from front to back.
• The seat directly behind the driver will remain empty.
• Temperature checks will be taken before students exit 

the bus.
• Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned and 

disinfected prior to morning routes and prior to 
afternoon routes.

• Doors and windows will be kept open when cleaning 
to allow for proper ventilation.

• Individuals who are symptomatic will be asked to 
remain at home and not ride the bus.

• Windows will be kept open as much as possible to 
reduce the spread of the virus by increasing air 
circulation.

• Storage of cleaning products will follow safety 
guidelines.
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Breakfast & Lunch for In-person
Breakfast 
• Grab & Go type meals will be offered daily.  This may include but not 

limited to the following menu items.  Breakfast sandwich (sausage 
biscuit, bacon biscuit, ham biscuit), cereals, pastries, fruit cups, fresh 
fruit, pop-tarts, yogurt, milk, juice.

• Cafeteria staff will start serving at 7:30 after all students have arrived 
to school.

• Extra items will not be available to purchase for breakfast.

• Classrooms will not be permitted to have a share table.

Lunch 
• Students will go through the lunch line at their scheduled time. This will 

be determined by the principal. The principal will need to develop a 
flow of traffic entering and exiting the cafeteria that separates the 
students as much as possible. 

• When coming through the line, students will pick up their milk and 
pre-plated meal.  All of the required food components will be on the 
pre-plated tray. By pre-plating the meals, students will be able to 
quickly move through the serving line and not touch any serving 
utensils. Meals will be placed on disposable trays.

• Once the meals are picked up, students will return to the room to 
eat. The teacher will help with social distancing as students go to and 
from the cafeteria and while going through the serving line. 

• Classes may be on a rotating schedule to eat in the cafeteria or 
outside dining area following all social distancing guidelines. Students 
should all face the same direction with a minimum of one seat 
between each student. They should also sit next to the same people 
they sit near in the classroom to help with contact tracing as much as 
possible.

• Menu items will be as they have always been with a variety of hot 
foods. 

• Spacing markers will be placed on the floor in the cafeteria and 
through the serving line area in order to promote social distancing.

• Students may purchase extra a la carte items at lunch.  Parents will 
be asked to make monthly deposits into their Lunch Box account to 
eliminate the exchange of money so often.

Snacks
• Students are allowed to bring snacks from home to eat during recess.
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Meal Distribution Procedure
For All Students Not Attending In-Person Classes 

and 
For High School & Middle School Students on Virtual Learning Days

• Meals will be picked up at Russell County Middle School from 12:00-12:30 on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Meals will need to picked up at one of 
the 3 elementary schools on Wednesday. (See chart at the bottom of the page.)

• Parents/students will stop at the guard shack in front of the Middle School to 
check in and then be directed to the meal pick up location.

• High School (HS) & Middle School (MS) A/B groups will pick meals up at the MS on 
days their group is not in-person. Students attending in-person classes will have 
meals at their school.

• Lunch will be distributed on a daily basis and one breakfast meal will also be 
received.

• Parent/student will need to give their name when receiving their meals.

• Meals may be requested for delivery only if there is no means of transportation to 
pick up the meals.  Parents may request meals by contacting the FRC/YSC where 
their child attends school.

• Delivery of meals will be on Wednesday only with extra meals given for the week.

Meal Distribution Procedure

For Intermittent District/School Wide Closure 

& Virtual Wednesday Classes

• Lunch will be prepared M-F at our 3 elementary schools.

• Times for meal pick up will be from 11:00-12:00 each day.

• Lunch will be distributed on a daily basis and 1 breakfast meal will also be 
received.

• Parents/student will need to give the name when receiving their meals.

• Meals may be requested for delivery only if there is no means of transportation to 
pick up the meals.  Parents may request meals by contacting the FRC/YSC where 
their child attends school.

• Delivery of meals will be on Wednesday only with extra meals given for the week.
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School Pick Up Location FRC/YSC Coordinator/Phone
JES Back door leading into the cafeteria Amy Roy             270-343-2056

RCHS X Sherry Coffey    270-866-8822
RCMS X Sherry Coffey    270-866-8822
RSES Student drop off and pick area Gordon Lester    270-866-7850
SES Cafeteria door coming in from the patio Gordon Lester    270-866-7850
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Physical Education, Library, and other 
“Specials’ Classes”
• Physical Education Classes:

– Masks will be worn 100% of the time.
– Entrance and exit signs will be clearly marked on the doors.
– All students will use hand sanitizer upon entry and exit of each PE class.
– PE classes can be taken outside following social distancing guidelines.
– Frequently used equipment will be cleaned and sanitized between 

classes.
– Multiple students will not be using the same equipment during PE class.
– Student placement during PE class will be documented for contact 

tracing purposes.

• Library Media Centers:
– Masks will be worn 100% of the time.
– Entrance and exit signs will be clearly marked on the doors.
– All students will use hand sanitizer upon entry and exit of each library 

class.
– Frequently used seats/chairs and tables will be cleaned and sanitized 

between classes.
– Seats/chairs and tables will be clearly marked for social distancing and 

contract tracing.
– Library books may be checked out by appointment only. Re-shelving of 

books is not recommended until they have been sanitized with approved 
cleaning agents or a minimum of 4-5 days following the return to school.

• Art/Other Specials’ Classes:
– Masks will be worn 100% of the time.
– All students will use hand sanitizer upon entry and exit of each class.
– Frequently used seats/chairs and tables will be cleaned and sanitized  

between classes.
– Students will not be sharing any art supplies during art classes.
– Keyboarding classes will follow social distancing guidelines and all 

keyboards will be sanitized with approved sanitizing wipes/cleaner 
between each student use.
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Parent/Guardian Communications

24

There are a few ways that you can stay connected to your child’s progress:

• Infinite Campus Parent Portal   
http://kycde5.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/russellcounty.jsp

• Google Classroom – You can receive weekly notifications about your 
student’s missing and upcoming work, and new teacher posts.  Check with 
your child’s teachers to be invited to receive Guardian Summary emails.

• Call the school during regular school hours or email your child’s teacher.  Links 
to student and teacher emails are located on the homepage of the district 
website on the left hand side near the bottom. 

• To email your child’s teacher follow the directions on the Russell County 
Schools District website. 

Back To Table of Contents

http://kycde5.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/russell_county.jsp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQDSy24-yGk&feature=youtu.be


• Students who need or require in-person targeted services 
during times of virtual learning will be provided on an 
as-needed basis upon recommendation of the school. 

• All “Healthy at School” guidance will be followed when 
bringing in students to receive targeted services.  

• If your child needs a targeted service, your child’s school will 
contact you to set up an appointment for your child to 
come in and receive such services.

• Targeted Services could include:
• Evaluation
• Necessary hands-on experiences
• Mental health or academic counseling
• Occupational, physical, or speech therapy
• Targeted remediation or tutoring
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Targeted Services

Kentucky Department of Education  
Guidance for Kentucky Schools

Click Here
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Extracurricular Activities & Athletics
Recommendations to be followed:

• The KY High School Athletic Association (KHSAA) will provide 
continual guidance concerning athletic programs. The district 
will follow the guidelines that KHSAA recommends.

• Extracurricular activities will continue in some form while 
following all social distancing guidelines and cleaning/hygiene 
recommendations when feasible.

• Transportation to away events will be provided, and all 
transportation guidelines will be followed. 

• Please refer to the Healthy at Sports document from KHSAA for 
more information concerning Fall sports 
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/KHSAA%20Compl
ete%20Guidance%20Document%20Administrative%20for%20Res
umption%20of%20Fall%20Sports.pdf
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Need Support?
Need help with assignments, submitting lessons or 
teacher videos, etc.. during regular school hours?
• Contact your teacher (email or call the school)
• Contact your school
JES – 270-343-3966 RSES – 270-866-3587
SES – 270-866-6197 RCMS – 270-866-2224
RCHS – 270-866-3341
District Office-270-343-3191

Need Tech Help After School Hours? 
• Usernames 

• Password Resets 

• Website Questions

Monday - Friday

Between the hours of 4-6 call:  270-566-4503

Between the hours of 6-8 call:  270-566-4504

Technology, Device, Email and Google Password questions, 
please contact: 

chris.bell@russell.kyschools.us

donnie.jones@russell.kyschools.us

richard.stephens@russell.kyschools.us

chris.godby@russell.kyschools.us
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